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We have finished 65 days of school, 
with all 65 days providing in-person 
instruction. The school year is more than 
1/3 of the way complete!   

The upcoming Thanksgiving holiday 
break is upon us and when we return on 
December 1, there are only 17 school 
days until the Christmas break.  

 At this special time of the year, 
especially these past few years, I would 
also like to remind our students, staff, 
and community of how blessed we are 
and equally of the importance in 
supporting the numerous charitable 
organizations in our area.  Whether 
through the donation of time, items, or 
dollars, our students, staff, and families 
have the ability to make the holidays 
better for those less fortunate.     

As I reflect on 2021, I am reminded 
that while there have been challenges, 
and new programs implemented to 
support students, the greatest part of 
this school district is the support of both 
our school community and the broader 
community at large during these 
challenges.   

Every day I am grateful to see staff, 
families, and community members that 

are concerned about the education  and 
emotional well-being of our young 
people.  School pride is more than 
athletics, it is more than feeling 
comfortable, it is equally about being  
challenged and not giving up.   

To the staff, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for all 
their efforts to this point in the year.  
Working to implement changes based 
on our focus to have students 
demonstrate their mastery of reading 
through writing, and the myriad of 
responsibilities that COVID-19 placed on 
everyone, does not alter our goal to 
provide the best for our students.   

The District is thankful for the caring 
adults, who put students first, who work 
with families through many challenges, 
and who support one another every day.   

Please remember those who are less 
fortunate during this special time of 
year.  I hope you are able to take 
advantage of the extended holiday and 
get a chance to spend some time with 
those who mean the most to you! 

 
   

    
 

 
Being Thankful 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger      

 

Moshannon Valley Elementary 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Program.  Mr. Gambino, Mr. 
Albright, Mr. Condon, Mrs. Mihalko, 
and the high school band students 
and elementary choir students did 
an outstanding job.  Please 
remember to say thank you to our 
Veterans and their families, not just 
on November 11, but every day.   

From Moshannon Valley, thank 
you to all service men and women, 
retired and active, serving at home 
and abroad.  We appreciate your 
service!   
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News  

& Notes 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Ms. Sanker started the year covering in first grade, and now in her 
“permanent home” she teaches sixth grade science and writing.   

“We just finished up a module on exploring the universe and students 
created planet posters and presented on surface features, radiuses, and 
overall differences between all of the planets,” she stated. 

Experiments on water and climate showing the process of evaporation, 
condensation, and precipitation and runoff have been the current student 
focus.    

“I love how all of the experiments are hands-on and provide students the 
opportunity to conduct analyses and draw conclusions afterwards,” she 
added.    

“I’m thrilled to be teaching 6th grade at MoValley and excited to see 
where the rest of the year takes us!”  We graciously welcome Ms. Sanker. 

Masking… 
 
The court cases and legal battle around 

masking continues.  This week, the Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth Court, upon Petition from Plaintiffs 
in the Jake Corman Commonwealth Court mask 
case, stated that effective December 4, 2021, the 
mask mandate will be lifted. 

While there are certainly other legal 
developments that may occur, if there are no 
changes, the mask order would then be up to each 
individual school entity and follow our approved 
Health and Safety Plans.   

The Acting Secretary of Health can petition 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to reinstate the 
automatic stay during the pending of the appeal of 
the decision. 

The State Supreme Court is scheduled to hear 
arguments on the case in early December and there 
are several options for the Supreme Court to 
continue with the mandate.   

The District will keep families, students, and 
staff informed about the mandate and the District’s 
procedures as we wait for the courts to navigate the 
issue.  If you have questions please do not hesitate 
to contact the superintendent’s office or building 
principals.  

 Nov 19: First day of winter sports 

 Nov 24: 1-hour Early Dismissal 

 Nov 25-30: Thanksgiving Break 

 Dec 23: 1-hour Early Dismissal 

 Dec 24 – Jan 2: Christmas Break 

 Jan 11: End 2nd Marking Period 

 
 
 

Science, Social Studies, & Special 
Education Audit… 
     
 This week Moshannon Valley 
committed to continuing our 
curriculum audit with nationally 
recognized Curriculum 
Management Solutions, Inc. The 
audit will begin with collecting 
written curriculum, scope and 
sequence documents in May, 
student work samples in 
September, and site visits in late 
September early October.   

The audit will examine the written 
curriculum, teacher instruction of 
curriculum, and assessment of 
curriculum.  We are excited to 
continue our independent reviews 
with math and ELA completed in 
2019, science, social studies and 
special education to be completed 
in 2022, and then our cycle will 
begin again with math in 2023-
2024. 

 

Mrs. DelPonte has helped 
facilitate 5th and 6th grade 

“morning words” helpers who 
work with primary students, 
like those in Mrs. Mihalko’s 

first grade class.   

Employee Assistance Program… 
 
Remember our EAP Partners; call  

800-327-7272 for concerns including: 
 

 Emotional Anxiety & Stress 
 Marital & Family Counseling 
 Alcohol & Drug Use 
 Divorce or Separation 
 Work Life Balance 
 Legal & Financial Difficulties 
 Grief  

 
Staff can also visit lytleeap.com select 
LOGIN button on homepage and use 
password: CIUIC.  This is a valuable resource 
for all district employees. 


